
I find lettersheets to be an interesting subset of US Postal history, with the term encompassing a sheet of

paper that could be used for correspondence, then folded & mailed, sans envelope.  In explanation,

envelopes were not used much before the second half of the 19th century, because most countries' postal

rates calculated for the extra sheet of paper that made up the envelope, thereby increasing the cost of

mailing when an envelope was used. 

Our list this week focuses on privately produced pictorial lettersheets, most herein published by Charles

Magnus, of New York City. These lettersheets, predominantly showing bird's-eye views and city / street

scenes, were created to comply with, yet circumvent, those previously mentioned postal regulations. 

Magnus [1826 - 1900] himself was an intriguing individual, perhaps best remembered today for his color

lithographs of city views, song sheets, maps, patriotic covers and, of course, lettersheets, as offered herein.

Finally, you’ll note, in the listings, I often cite “Milgram”, which refers to James Milgram’s AMERICAN

ILLUSTRATED LETTER STATIONERY  1819 - 1899 [Lake Forest: 2016].  Milgram an oft-cited expert on

U.S. postal history, and this an excellent reference for anyone wishing to make a deeper dive into this

fascinating genre of 19th C. United States ephemera.

In any case, we hope you enjoy browsing this week’s iteration of our biweekly FS lists.

V.

1. LOUISVILLE. The Premier Industrial Location of America. Louisville Gas and Electric

Company. 311 West Chestnut Street. Louisville, KY.

[Lettersheet].




